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CC:  Rt Hon Priti Patel MP, Home Secretary 
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Caroline Dinenage MP, Minister for Digital and Culture 

 

23rd November 2020 

 

Dear Chancellor  

 

RE: Reinstate UK resettlement programmes 

  

We are theatre makers and organisations who work with refugees 

and asylum seekers across the UK. Collectively, we’re part of 

the Theatre Companies of Sanctuary network, a proud and active 

wing of the City of Sanctuary movement. 

  

We are deeply concerned about the impact COVID-19 is having on 

the welfare of refugees we’re already working with here in the 

UK, and those who were due to join us. 

  

The UK’s Gateway Protection Programme, the Mandate Scheme, the 

Vulnerable Children Resettlement Scheme (VCRS) and the Syrian 

Vulnerable Person’s Resettlement Scheme (VPRS) have been 

lifelines to people escaping some of the world’s most brutal 

conflicts and regimes, providing safe, legal and managed 

routes to safety. 

  

Over the last five years, these schemes have brought local 

authorities and civil society together in a way that we can 

all be immensely proud of. Our organisations have played our 

part too by: 

 

• delivering English classes for newcomers on ESOL waiting 

lists 

• running Creative Skills for Employment programmes to 

prepare refugees and asylum seekers for interviews and 

identify local employment and volunteer opportunities 

• providing confidence building and wellbeing support for 

victims of trauma and displacement 

• generating employment curriculums to ensure better 

understanding of employment rights and navigation of the 

asylum, health, housing and benefit systems in the UK 

• creating supportive community networks that promote 

social cohesion and integration 
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• creating urgent, joyful and educational performance 

projects with experts and people seeking sanctuary 

  

But the COVID-19 pandemic is now highlighting and compounding 

existing inequalities experienced by refugees and deepening 

the humanitarian crisis around the world. 

  

In March 2020, the International Organisation for Migration 

understandably called for a temporary suspension on 

resettlement travel until June 2020. This saw over 600 people 

due to arrive in the UK from Syria stranded in deeply 

precarious and life-threatening situations. 

  

Many are now completely destitute having given up their homes 

and all worldly possessions in order to reach safety. Some 

have complex health needs that cannot be met in their current 

locations and 30% are survivors of violence and/or torture 

that need urgent professional mental health support. 

  

The United Nations tell us that 70% of Syria’s health care 

workers have fled the country, leaving just one doctor per 

10,000 civilians, and the World Food Programme estimates 9.3 

million Syrians are now living in daily food insecurity – up a 

staggering 1.4 million in the last six months. 

 

And 25 million refugees are now living in camps around the 

world, fighting against COVID-19 with a lack of adequate 

sanitation or the ability to meaningfully socially distance. 

  

This is why many countries, including in Europe, reopened 

routes for resettlements as soon as it was safe to do so. But 

the UK is not one of them.  

  

The UK’s borders remain closed to some of the most vulnerable 

people in the world in the middle of a global pandemic. No-one 

has been resettled in the UK since 12th March. 

  

The Government has announced it intends to resettle 5,000-

6,000 refugees over a one-year period once routes reopen 

”early next year” via an entirely new resettlement programme 

that consolidates all current schemes into one global 

operation. 

  

We sincerely hope there will be no reduction in the levels of 

support for refugees as a result of this streamlining process, 

and will instead be used as an opportunity to improve 

services, particularly in areas identified by the National 

Audit Office’s latest report on refugee accommodation.  
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Organisations who had hoped to welcome refugees to the UK via 

the Government’s new scheme have been severely disrupted and 

will require additional resources and support to get their 

programmes back on track. We are thrilled to see several 

examples of organisations and local authorities welcoming 

refugees publicly, declaring their support for refugees and 

advocating for the resumption of the resettlement schemes. 

  

The Government is yet to confirm the new resettlement 

programme will run beyond Spring 2021 despite the obvious and 

pressing need for it to continue. This is leaving 

organisations like ours and other key stakeholders unable to 

plan and ensure refugees have access to the services they 

need. 

  

Your last annual budget rightly focussed on mitigating the 

immediate shock of the COVID-19 pandemic and demonstrated that 

the Government can mobilise considerable funding to deal with 

crisis at this scale with the support of the general public. 

  

Later this month, you’ll have the opportunity to announce 

another annual budget in Parliament. Local Authorities and 

organisations like ours who work to support refugees will be 

tuning in to see how the Government responds to the refugee 

crisis. 

  

We now collectively, and publicly call on the Government to: 

 

• Immediately open Covid19 secure travel corridors to 

enable refugees to resettle in the UK. If this is not 

possible, confirm the date the resettlement programme 

will be reinstated to give those waiting in unbearable 

conditions some much needed hope and clarity 

• Increase funding to the new resettlement programme and 

extend it to 2025 so local authorities and charities can 

plan and deliver meaningful resettlement programmes for 

refugees in a sustainable way 

• Replace the £2.9 billion cut from the aid budget just 

before the last parliamentary recess which could support 

other countries to help refugees living in camps abroad 

and prevent yet more displacement 

• Invest £48 million a year into ESOL courses and arts 

engagement programmes like ours to ensure all refugees 

who come to the UK have the opportunity to learn English 

for up to 8 hours a week in a variety of contexts if they 

wish to do so 

• Reinstate the word “vulnerable” into the new Resettlement 

Programme name, acknowledging the precarity of refugees 

and asylum seekers 
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We are pleased to be joining the Refugees Welcome Zoom 

Assembly scheduled on 6th December 2020 at 3.00pm to celebrate 

the 20,000 Syrian refugees that have come to the UK via the 

VPRS to date and discuss what any new scheme needs to do to 

meet future challenges. We encourage you to attend to listen 

to these important voices at this critical time. 

  

Finally, as Theatre Companies of Sanctuary, we stand ready to 

play our part in welcoming refugees and asylum seekers to the 

UK again: statutory support for people seeking sanctuary 

focuses on the basic human need for physical health and 

housing. We know there is an important relationship between 

theatre and wellbeing. By providing safe, social spaces to 

learn and create together, free from targets and judgement, we 

can ensure vulnerable people have the tools to manage daily 

stress, enjoy themselves, integrate safely and confidently 

represent themselves. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Stand & Be Counted Theatre 

Company 

City of Sanctuary  

Compass Collective  

Phosphoros Theatre 

World Stages Now 

Maison Foo 

Curious Monkey 

Mafwa Theatre 

Ice & Fire 

Displace Yourself Theatre 

performingborders 

Migrant Actions Productions 

Marlborough Productions 

Migrants in Culture 

Migrants in Theatre

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


